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Why People Give

Caring people make donations to worthy non-profit organizations for many reasons, and
Burke Ambassadors should know the primary motivations to help generate giving. They are:
• Give where we live – Our local Westchester community will prosper when we support
local charities like Burke.
• Doing God’s will – Giving is a religious act, a moral obligation
• Doing good is good for business – Philanthropy is a business relationship with tax
advantages
• Doing good is fun – Make the world a better place and enjoy the social network
• Giving is an act of gratitude – A response to life-changing experiences, like when our past
patients donate in thanks for the care they received
• Doing good feels right – Giving is an act of generosity and empathy
• It’s a family tradition – Giving is something the family stands for
Source: “The Seven Faces of Philanthropy” by Prince and File.

A case in point: Michelle Goldman
Michelle has been making gifts to Burke for about five years, directed
to various programs like Outpatient Services. Michelle was once a
Burke patient who regained her ability to walk after her left leg was
paralyzed. “I feel so fortunate to have recovered and want to show my
appreciation by helping people who may not be as fortunate,” says
Michelle. “I feel lucky to be able to give back.” She also credits her
mother, who was a working widow, for instilling the value of generosity and telling her, “we
should always remember the people who have less.”
Michelle notes that the doctors and therapists who worked with her at Burke were
inspirational. “They were always upbeat, yet they understood the downhearted feelings
of patients struggling to get better. I felt I could talk to them about anything, which really
helped in my recovery. I had to do something to show my support for them.”

Growing Donations
from Private Foundations

Burke is pleased to announce the recent gift of $6,000 from the
Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation, which will be used to
create a new video for caregivers and patients. Conceived by Dr. Heidi
Spitz, the head of Burke’s outpatient neuropsychology department,
this video will be educational and inspirational, giving caregivers a sense of hope about the
future and a pathway to balance the needs of the patient in their care and their own needs.
Since 2013, Burke Rehabilitation Hospital has raised more than $600,000 from private
foundations. The key to expanding this source of giving is for our Board and leadership to
identify people they may know at a particular target foundation. If you know a foundation
whose mission is consistent with Burke’s, and you can make an introduction to a contact
there, please reach out to Colleen Borrelli at (914) 597-2849 or cborrelli@burke.org.

DID YOU KNOW?
2016 BRH Facts:

• 116,600 outpatient visits
• 2,306 inpatients
• X% patients would recommend
Burke.

W.M. BURKE CABINET
Chairman’s Cabinet

($10,000+)
• The Altman Foundation
• Burke Hospital Auxiliary
• The Charles A. Mastronardi
Foundation
• David M.C. Ju Foundation
• Estate of Constance Porter
• Donald Foley
• Michelle Goldman
• Leona Kern
• Toby & Nataly Ritter
• Judy Soley
• Will Rogers Institute
Please click here to see a complete
list of Cabinet members.

SAVE THE DATES
Faces of Burke Opening

Friday, March 3, 9 am,
360 Hamilton Ave., White Plains.
To RSVP or for more details, please
call (914) 597-2847.

Senior Health Series

Thursday, March 9, 8:30 am,
in Billings Building.
Join us for a talk from two Burke
experts on the importance of caring
for the caregiver. Call (914) 597-2848
for details and to reserve your spot.

Auxiliary St. Patrick’s Day
Luncheon

Thursday, March 16, 12 pm,
Sir John’s Restaurant, White Plains.
For more information, call Lucy
Tocci at (914) 683-8660.

Burke Cabinet Luncheon

Thursday, April 20, 12 pm.
For more information, contact
Paula Barbag at (914) 597-2875 or
pbarbag@burke.org.

WE MAKE A LIVING BY WHAT WE GET, BUT WE MAKE A LIFE BY WHAT WE GIVE. – Winston Churchill

